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We at AIM Media 
stand with the 

Ukrainian people 
to support their 

freedom
& sovereignty.
WORKING HARD TO HELP THE UKRAINIAN 

PEOPLE IN THEIR TIME OF NEED.

aimmediacares.com

SUPPORT
UKRAINE

Holiday season kicks off 
with parade and tree lighting
By Ryan Berry
DailyAdvocate.com

GREENVILLE — 
Even a cold, blustery 
evening couldn’t keep 
people away from a 
wonderful evening in 
downtown Greenville 
on Saturday night. The 
Hometown Holiday 
Horse Parade, coupled 
with the lighting of the 
Community Christmas 
Tree and all of the beau-
tiful lights put in place 
by the Greenville Street 

Department signaled 
the start of the holiday 
season. A few flurries 
that weren’t in the fore-
cast added to the fes-
tive atmosphere.

Although the high 
winds nearly put a stop 
to the parade, it went 
on as planned with 
hundreds of people 
braving the cold to see 
the horses, their riders 
and passengers. From 
the small miniatures to 
the large work horses, 
there was something for 

everyone to see. Lead-
ing the parade down 
Broadway this year was 
retiring Darke County 
Health Commissioner 
Dr. Terrence Holman. 
Also, in the spotlight at 
this year’s parade was 
retiring Darke County 
Parks Director Roger 
Van Frank.

Diana Stebbins, coor-
dinator of the parade, 
was pleased with how 
the parade went. She 

19-year old 
appears for 
felonious 
assault
By Meladi Brewer
DailyAdvocate.com

GREENVILLE — J. 
Keith Dispennette granted 
ILC treatment. Judge Jon-
athan P. Hein presided.

Dispennette, of Green-
ville, originally appeared 
for a suppression hearing 
for an aggravated posses-
sion of drugs, a felony of 
the fifth degree, case. He 
was granted admission 
into a Lieu of Conviction 
treatment program for 
up to 60 months, as the 
state did not object to the 
motion due to Dispen-
nette having 30 years in 
between this case and his 
prior trafficking, a felony 
of the third degree case 
in 1992. Dispennette 
was also sentenced to 
100 hours of community 
service, and if he fails to 
comply, he faces up to 
12 months incarceration 
and a $2,500 fine or up to 
60 months of community 
supervision.

Simon J. 
Jennings, 
19, of Port-
land, Ind. 
appeared for 
a suppres-
sion hearing 
for feloni-
ous assault, 
a felony of 

the second degree. Jen-
nings is a suspect in a 
shooting that had taken 
place in the 400 block of 
E. North Street of Union 
City on June 30. Jennings 
had crashed his vehicle in 
the 700 block of Lynwood 
Court and later fled the 
scene. A bystander and 

Hundreds of students job 
shadow across Darke County

By Dawn Hatfield
DailyAdvocate.com

DARKE COUNTY — Last 
week Darke County students 
from seven different area high 
schools participated in 220 
half-day job shadows across 
70 different career positions 
offered by more than 40 local 
employers.

Darke County Job Shadow 
Week, coordinated by Darke 
County Economic Develop-
ment (DCED), was an even 
bigger success than in previ-
ous years and is one of sever-
al opportunities for students 

to learn about local careers. 
Eligible students included 
juniors and seniors who 
attend school in Darke Coun-
ty and who pre-registered for 
the opportunity.

Workforce Specialist 
Tamala Marley explained the 
goals of job shadowing are 
threefold:

1. Give students firsthand 
experience, allowing for them 
to make informed decisions 
about their futures.

2. Provide opportunity to 
receive good advice from 

Gilbert arrested 
after holding 
female and 
daughter captive

UNION CITY — 
On Nov. 18, officers 
of the Union City 
Ohio Police Depart-
ment were 
dispatched 
to 337 North 
Walnut St. in 
reference to a 
Domestic inci-
dent.

Upon offi-
cers arriving 
a female was 
found with 
multiple injuries. 
During the investiga-
tion, it was found 
that the female 
was involved in a 
domestic altercation 
with her boyfriend. 
Further investiga-
tion showed that 
the female had been 
locked inside her 
house with her boy-
friend, and unable to 
leave for six days.

The female was 
immediately taken to 
the Union City, Ohio 
Fire & Rescue, where 
she was then trans-
ported to Wayne 
HealthCare emer-
gency department for 
immediate medical 
care.

During the investi-
gation, it was found 
that Preston Gilbert, 
24, of Union City, 
Ohio barricaded the 
female inside her res-
idence and assaulted 
her for several days. 
Gilbert at one point 
used a box-cutter to 
cut the female

Gilbert was arrest-
ed by the Union 
City Ohio Police 
Department in the 
early morning hours 
of Nov. 12, 2022 for 

domestic violence. 
Gilbert was released 
by the Darke County 
Municipal Court on 

his own recog-
nizance. It was 
just hours after 
his release, 
when he 
returned to his 
residence that 
he held his 
girlfriend and 
her daughter 
against their 

will, and assaulted 
her for six days.

The female was 
able to escape 
when employees of 
the Darke County 
Department of Job 
and Family Services 
arrived at the house 
to check on the 
children in the resi-
dence.

An arrest war-
rant was issued for 
Preston Gilbert for 
felonious assault. He 
was located in the 
early morning hours 
of Nov. 19. Gilbert 
is currently being 
held in the Randolph 
County Sheriff jail 
where he’s awaiting 
extradition back to 
Ohio

A meeting is 
scheduled with the 
Darke County Pros-
ecutor’s office to 
review the case and 
file additional charg-
es on Gilbert.

A special thanks to 
the Union City, Indi-
ana police depart-
ment, and Darke 
County Sheriff ’s 
office for their assis-
tance investigating 
this case.

Dawn Hatfield|The Daily Advocate
Kylee Freeman (Arcanum HS) watches through the 
window as a patient undergoes a CT scan at Wayne 
Hospital.

Ryan Berry | Daily Advocate
The lighting of this year’s Community Christmas Tree was made in memory of Dianne Brown.

Gilbert

Jennings
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adults in their fields of 
interest as well as prac-
tice professional commu-
nication skills.

3. Expand students’ 
knowledge of the wide 
variety of local careers 
available so they might 
stay or return to live and 
work in Darke County as 
adults.

Featuring opportuni-
ties from healthcare to 
manufacturing and public 
safety to business, Marley 
said of this special week, 
“It is so important to get 
students out there soon-
er—the earlier, the bet-
ter! Only then can they 
determine what really fits 
for them.”

Several students were 
welcomed at Wayne 
HealthCare to work hand-
in-hand with experts in 
the healthcare and busi-
ness fields. Vice-President 
of Business Development 
and Marketing Terri 
Flood, MHA, said job 
shadowing is “valuable 
for both the staff and 
students, providing skills 
and information about 
potential career fields.” 
The opportunity to get 
an insider’s view of local 
employers can expose 
students to ideas and 
connections they may 
not think of, such as 
viewing the hospital as 
the business it is. Flood 
explained, “The hope is 
that students come back 
and decide to work here, 
even those who are look-
ing for something non-
clinical, such as in busi-
ness fields like finance, 
accounting, payroll.” 
Flood said in this, Wayne 
HealthCare’s centennial 
year, staff are “proud of 
the past and still building 
the future.” Darke County 
is the “best place to live, 
work, play, and raise a 
family,” Flood concluded.

In Wayne HealthCare’s 
Imaging Department, 
Kylee Freeman (Arcanum 
HS) had the opportunity 
to explore a position in 
radiology. Freeman’s 
experiences included 
observing CT scans and 
MRI’s as well as assisting 
with patient transport. 

She credits her mother’s 
position in healthcare 
management with the 
sprouting of her own 
interest in healthcare. 
Unlike her mother, how-
ever, Freeman wants to 
deliver “hands-on patient 
care.” Freeman said the 
job shadow opportunity 
was very meaningful to 
her because she “might 
be an employee [at 
Wayne] someday.”

Samantha Yerick (Ver-
sailles HS) and Larissa 
Foureman (Greenville 
HS) were posted in the 
Surgical Center at Wayne 
and had the opportunity 
to watch procedures, such 
as a colonoscopy. The 
first-hand experience gave 
students a chance to test 
their tolerance and both 
students reported being 
unfazed by the poten-
tially graphic nature of 
the surgical experience. 
Yerkick said, “I was not 
affected by it at all,” and 
Foureman agreed that she 
“really didn’t mind it.”

Sierra Brumbaugh and 
Josie Madden (both from 
Greenville HS) shadowed 
respiratory therapists in 
Wayne’s Cardiovascular 
and Pulmonary Depart-
ment. Although the 
experience of learning 
about medical technol-
ogy, such as ventilators 
that can literally breathe 
for patients until their 
lungs gradually heal, was 
impressive, both students 
said it was something 
else that really resonated 
with them. Brumbaugh 
said, “The staff are very 
friendly!” Madden added, 
“Everybody really seems 
to like their jobs!” All 
three respiratory thera-
pists working with the 
students agreed that they 
love what they do.

Deanna, a respiratory 
therapist with more than 
30 years experience, 
spoke to the variety in 
her work days, saying, 
“We treat everybody—
from newborn to 107!” 
Her colleague, Katelyn, 
agreed that she loves 
experiencing “both ends 
of life” in her job. Stepha-
nie, a fellow therapist, 
said her days are never 
the same. The trio shared 
that people who like 
working with their hands, 
are able to “think on the 

fly,” and who enjoy “gad-
gets” would likely enjoy 
working as respiratory 
therapists.

The next stop was 
across town at the Darke 
County Health District 
where students interested 
in Environmental Health 
spent the morning learn-
ing about Sewage Opera-
tions and Maintenance. 
Chris Suggs, Justin 
Finkbine, Logan Call, 
Seth Cook, and Kasen 
Hale (all from Tri-Village 
HS) had been invited into 
the field to participate in 
home inspections with 
sanitarians Zachary Perry 
and Cody Snider, check-
ing the integrity of sanita-
tion systems to ensure 
environment pollution 
would not occur.

Students learned the 
need for a science and 
mathematics background 
in becoming a registered 
environmental health 
specialist (REHS), which 
requires a bachelor’s 
degree, state registration, 
and two years of training 
to then become an REHS.

Environmental Direc-
tor Ginger Magoto, RS, 
MPH, MS, explained 
Darke County currently 
has a heavy need for soil 
scientists as there are 
only two in the local area. 
Students who have an 
interest in the sciences, 
and especially the envi-
ronmental side of science, 
will be very much in 
demand locally.

Jordan Francis, MPH, 
who will be taking over 
as health commissioner 
Jan. 1, said, “Environ-
mental Health is truly 
the bedrock of public 
health.” Francis spoke to 

the department’s ability 
to use “applied science to 
identify health risks and 
mitigate those risks.”

Francis shared his 
excitement regarding 
the health district’s first 
time hosting job shadow 
students. Reflecting back 
on his own youth, Fran-
cis said he “didn’t really 
know what he wanted to 
do with [his] future when 
[he] was 18” and believes 
it’s important for young 
people to figure out what 
opportunities are out 
there.

In completing the 
morning’s job shadow 
shifts, Marley concluded, 

“This event would not be 
possible without all the 
help from the great job 
coordinators at each loca-
tion, which can include 
an HR representative or a 
plant/operations manager 
to the business owner 
him- or herself. DCED is 

privileged to have excel-
lent connections and 
support from many area 
businesses.”

Reach Daily Advocate Reporter 
Dawn Hatfield at dhatfield@
aimmediamidwest.com or 937-569-
0066.
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Sierra Brumbaugh and Josie Madden (Greenville HS) watch as 
veteran respiratory therapists explain the settings and functions 
of one of the hospital’s three ventilators.

Photos by Dawn Hatfield|The Daily Advocate
Samantha Yerick (Versailles HS) and Larissa Foureman (Greenville 
HS) learn pre- and post-op patient care in the surgery center.

Tri-Village seniors Chris Suggs, Justin Finkbine, Logan Call, Seth 
Cook, and Kasen Hale (not pictured) assisted Zachary Perry 
and Cody Snider with home sanitation inspections through the 
Environmental Health department in Darke County.
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Shared Harvest has new location and time
GREENVILLE — 

Shared Harvest Food-
bank, in partnership 
with OSU Extension, 
Darke County, and Darke 
County United Way, will 
host their fifth “drive-
thru” food distribution 
at Radiant Lighthouse, 
Wednesday, Nov. 30, 3–5 
p.m.

Shared Harvest is 
preparing hundreds of 
boxes to be distributed 

to Darke County resi-
dents for this hands-free 
food distribution. A fam-
ily receiving food will 
provide verbal self-attes-
tation for income, while 
providing a photo ID and 
a piece of mail to verify 
residency. If you are 
unable to pick up food 
for yourself, you may 
designate an individual 
to pick it up on your 
behalf. Your designated 

person, or proxy, at the 
time of pick up will need 
to provide your name, 
address, phone number, 
and number of people 
living in your household 
by age and show proof of 
residency by supplying a 
piece of mail with your 
current address (Photo-
copies or photos saved 
on their phones will be 
accepted). They will 
also be attesting on your 

behalf that you meet the 
income guidelines.

All Darke County 
residents in need of food 
are welcome to attend 
this event and receive 
food. Anyone picking 
up food should drive 
to the distribution site 
during the appropriate 
hours, please do not line 
up early. We ask, people 
receiving food need to 
stay in their vehicles for 

the registration process 
and place their car in 
“Park” while their food 
is being loaded. With the 
addition of onsite reg-
istration, lines will take 
a little bit longer. This 
information will be used 
to help determine where 
families in Darke County 
are residing so we can 
bring Shared Harvest 
closer to those communi-
ties in the future. Please 

be patient as we work 
to get everyone the food 
they need.

If you have any ques-
tions, or if you would 
like to become involved 
in volunteering at these 
events, please reach 
out to Dr. Roseanne 
Scammahorn the Darke 
County Ohio State Uni-
versity Extension office, 
937-548-5215 or Scam-
mahorn.5@osu.edu.
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