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We at AIM Media 
stand with the 

Ukrainian people 
to support their 

freedom
& sovereignty.
WORKING HARD TO HELP THE UKRAINIAN 

PEOPLE IN THEIR TIME OF NEED.

aimmediacares.com

PEACE FOR

UKRAINE

WHC’s Parker receives Spring DAISY Award 
By Dawn Hatfield
DailyAdvocate.com

GREENVILLE — On Tuesday, 
May 9, Wayne HealthCare pre-
sented the Spring DAISY Award 
to a very deserving nurse. A 
favorite award of many because 
of its meaningful beginning and 
significance of excellent care, 
excitement abounds as Nurses 
Week approaches, one of two 
annual DAISY award presenta-

tions at WHC.
According to daisyfoundation.

org, their mission is to “express 
gratitude to nurses with pro-
grams that recognize them for 
the extraordinary compassionate, 
skillful care they provide patients 
and families… An acronym for 
Diseases Attacking the Immune 
SYstem, The DAISY Foundation 
was formed in November 1999, 
by the family of J. Patrick Barnes 
who died at age 33 of complica-

tions of Idiopathic Thrombocyto-
penic Purpura (ITP). The nurs-
ing care Patrick received when 
hospitalized profoundly touched 
his family.”

Patrick’s father, Mark Barnes, 
explained, “As Patrick’s family, 
we brainstormed what to do in 
his memory. We vividly recalled 
the skillful and compassionate 
care Patrick received from his 
nurses during his eight-week 
hospitalization. We wanted to say 
‘thank you’ to nurses everywhere  

Dawn Hatfield | The Daily Advocate
Parker (fifth from left) is pictured alongside WHC administrators and staff in 
celebration of her DAISY Award on May 9, 2023.

By Dawn Hatfield
DailyAdvocate.com

GREENVILLE — After a historical 78 years of 
service to Greenville and the surrounding areas, 
Schmidt’s Heating, Cooling, Refrigeration and Geo-
thermal clients will now be taken care of by Drake  

DCCA thanks supporters, prepares for new season
By Ryan Berry
DailyAdvocate.com

GREENVILLE — Darke County Center 
for the Arts (DCCA) held its annual appre-
ciation luncheon and announced the artists 
for the 2023-2024 season on Tuesday, May 
9 at St. Clair Memorial Hall.

The luncheon was held on the stage at  

Nurses Week 2023 observed

See AWARD | 8A

Ryan Berry | Daily Advocate
The Art in the Darke Quilt Exhibit created by Mississinawa Valley art students is finally on display after COVID put a halt to the plans in 2020. 
Shown with the display are Sierra Grim, Lilly Severance and Ashley Austerman.

Art in the Darke Quilt Exhibit on display
By Ryan Berry
DailyAdvocate.com

GREENVILLE — A day 
that has been in the mak-
ing for over three years 
finally came to fruition on 
Wednesday, May 10. Wayne 
HealthCare hosted the Art 
in the Darke Quilt Exhibit 

in the Harrison Street 
Lobby of the hospital.

In early 2020, Missis-
sinawa Valey students 
from Ashley Austerman’s 
art class were given a 
project to build several 
quilts. Their inspiration 
came from a tour of Wayne 
HealthCare.

Terri Flood, vice presi-
dent of business devel-
opment and marketing, 
worked with Kate Gorman 
who was an artist in resi-
dence at Mississinawa Val-
ley Schools. Through her 
and Austerman, and with 
the support of the hospital, 
the students were given a 

tour of the hospital and its 
different areas from where 
they could draw inspira-
tion.

As with everything in 
the early part of 2020, it all 
came to a screeching halt. 
Students and their 

See QUILT | 7A

Darke County 
Center for the Arts 

used the stage at 
St. Clair Memorial 

Hall to thank its 
supporters of the 

current season 
and announce 

upcoming events in 
2023-24.

Ryan Berry | Daily Advocate See DCCA | 7A

Dawn Hatfield | The Daily Advocate
Lori and Greg Schmidt

Schmidt sells 
after 78 years
of business

See SCHMIDT | 8A



Daily Advocate - 05/14/2023 Page : A007

November 21, 2024 6:07 pm (GMT -5:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

Sunday, May 14, 2023    7ANEWS

O
H

-7
03

26
11

0

teachers weren’t sure how 
they were going to be able 
to complete the project, 
but the students showed 
resilience. Because this 
was their final project for 
the school year, many of 
the students were forced 
to work on it from home. 
Originally, volunteers from 
the hospital were going to 
put the quilt pieces on the 
backing, but the pandemic 
made Austerman, Gor-
man and the students shift 
gears. Gorman eventually 
helped complete the project 
for the students.

With the exception of 
one of the pieces, the 
quilts are very healthcare 
oriented. The largest piece 
features Wayne HealthCare 
from its first building to its 
latest addition. One of the 
artists that helped work on 
that piece was on-hand for 
the celebration. Lilly Sever-
ance, a senior at Missis-
sinawa Valley, was a fresh-
man when they worked on 
this project. She pointed 
out the final addition of the 
hospital was not built when 
they finished the quilt. “We 
started in hopes of what 
the building was going to 
look like, and I think we 
displayed it pretty accu-
rately.” Severance plans on 
attending Ball State Univer-
sity to pursue her dream of 
becoming an art teacher.

Another student pres-
ent for the celebration was 
Sierra Grim. Grim is also 
a senior at the school and 
this project had a huge 
impact on her. She knew 
she wanted to be a surgeon 
when she toured the hos-
pital in 2020, but with her 
quilt, It’s Okay, she wanted 
to emphasize and bring an 
awareness and reassurance 
that these are skilled indi-
viduals, and they will take 
care of you.

This was the first of three 
big projects Austerman 
brought to her art classes. 
These projects were more 
than creating art for a 
grade. It was creating art 
that will last. It was also 
teaching students how to 
work together and taking 
chances. Even for Auster-
man, the project made an 
impact on her as a teacher. 
She said, “After I did this 
project, I’m not scared to 
take on different projects 
like this. It’s kind of scary 

Quilt

1200 E. Russ Rd., Greenville
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the historic venue to give 
DCCA’s supporters the 
opportunity to get a sense 
of what the artists who 
take the stage see and feel. 
DCCA Executive Direc-
tor Andrea Jordan said, 
“Thank you all for join-
ing us to celebrate Darke 
County Center for the 
Arts’ Bringing You Back 
Season. This sentiment 
captured the excitement 
and hopefulness I experi-
enced a year ago working 
with the amazing DCCA 
team in planning and pre-
paring for another year of 
events and because each 
and every one of you this 
season not only continued 
DCCA’s mission of cultural 
enrichment, but expanded 
our visual arts impact with 
the launching of the Darke 
County Art Trail and also 
engaged new audiences 
attending the Family The-
atre Series shows and 
every Darke County public 
school student through 
our Arts in Education pro-

gram.”
Jordan praised the ben-

efits the arts bring to peo-
ple of all ages. She said, “I 
believe that nothing truly 
captures the unique indi-
vidual, yet communal feel-
ings one experiences when 
enjoying a live arts pre-
sentation. Whether danc-
ing to Terrance Simien & 
the Zydeco Experience or 
enjoying the ethereal melo-
dies of Sons of Serendip, it 
is simply undeniable that 
there are so many delight-
ful emotions and overall 

positive benefits of experi-
encing the arts.

The current season will 
close with the Toledo Sym-
phony Orchestra on May 
27. Tickets are still avail-
able for this event.

David Warner, artistic 
director, had the privilege 
of announcing next sea-
son’s artist series event. 
“I think we’ve got a very 
diverse group of acts that 
will be here,” he said. 
When announcing the 
group that will kick off 
DCCA’s 45th year and the 

Sapphire Celebration Sea-
son, Artrageous, Warner 
said, “We’ve got something 
a little different with art, 
magic and music.”

The season will continue 
with comedian Rex Havens 
who has been making 
audiences laugh for over 
20 years. Not only has he 
performed at comedy clubs 
around the globe, but he 
has also shared how to 
maintain successful and 
interpersonal relationships 
at work with many Fortune 
500 companies.

If you enjoy the rocka-
billy genre, you will enjoy 
one of the original Stray 
Cats, Lee Rocker, when he 
takes the stage at St. Clair 
Memorial. Rocker has 
been heralded for his work 
on the upright bass and 
has worked with many art-
ists throughout his career. 
He has a wide repertoire of 
music, including songs he 
performed with the Stray 
Cats.

Derina Harvey Band will 
provide an international 
flare for music lovers. 
Based in Newfoundland, 
the Derina Harvey Band 
brings a fresh take on tra-

ditional folk songs mixed 
with a few originals. Har-
vey mixes humor, storytell-
ing and incredible music 
when she hits the stage.

The Toledo Symphony 
Orchestra will once again 
close out the DCCA sea-
son. The orchestra always 
provides audiences with 
beautiful music when they 
come to Greenville.

According to Darryl 
Mehaffie, chairman of the 
DCCA board, the Art Trail 
will have a new stop this 
fall when a statue along 
Tecumseh Trail’s bike and 
walking path is unveiled. 
The statue of former State 
Representative Jim Buchy 
will join others like Tecum-
seh at Shawn Prairie and 
Little Turtle in the Green-
ville City Park, which are 
also located on the Darke 
County Art Trail.

The guest speaker for 
this year’s DCCA apprecia-
tion luncheon was Ohio’s 
second lady, Tina Husted. 
An artist herself and a 
member of the Ohio Arts 
Council (OAC) board, 
Husted explained she and 
Mehaffie, also an OAC 
board member, had a con-

nection of history and 
art when he and invited 
and she accepted the the 
opportunity to come to 
Darke County and speak. 
Husted helped create the 
Beacon of Light during 
the COVID lockdowns to 
“shine a light” on artists 
across Ohio.

You can read more on 
Husted in the special sec-
tion, Women Today, that 
will be distributed with 
the May 28 edition of The 
Early Bird.

DCCA’s Sapphire Cele-
bration Season gets under-
way on June 21 with Make 
Music Darke County and 
the worldwide celebration 
of Make Music Day. BBQ 
& Blues returns to the 
Greenville Library lawn 
on Friday, July 14 and the 
Missoula Children’s The-
atre will present The Prin-
cess and the Pea July 17-22 
with a weeklong student 
theatre camp. Keep watch-
ing the Daily Advocate/
The Early Bird for more 
information on all of these 
events.

DCCA

Andrea Jordan, executive director of DCCA, thanked the organizations 
supporters during the annual event.

to take on this task because 
you don’t know the out-
come of something like 
this.” She added that these 
are hard projects because 
there is a threat of failure. 
“It gave us an opportunity 
to do something at a high 
risk because it is hard to do 
stuff like this because there 
comes failure, and you 
don’t want to fail.”

The other lesson that 
is learned through these 
projects is leadership. “If 
they don’t have those lead-
ership opportunities, they 
are never going to develop 
those skills unless they 
have opportunities in other 
places. Some students do 
and some students don’t 
have tasks where they can 
step out of their box and 
take the leadership role,” 
said Austerman.

Lauren Henry, director of 
the Wayne Hospital Foun-
dation, praised the students 
for their work. “You came 
in and were inspired by 
us.” She added the display 
has been up for less than 
a week and many people 
have stopped and looked 

at it. “You guys are doing 
what art is supposed to do 
in a community. It’s inspira-
tional,” said Henry.

The display will now be 
part of the Darke County 
Art Trail, which features 
visual art across the county. 
The quilts will be on dis-
play at the Mississinawa 
Valley Art Show this week 
and will be making stops 
at a few other places before 
coming back to Wayne 
HealthCare. Henry, speak-
ing for Andrea Jordan, 
executive director of the 
Darke County Center 
for the Arts, said, “They 
(DCCA) are proud to 
bring this to the commu-
nity through this initiative. 
DCCA expands fulfillment 
of the mission of cultural 
enrichment by providing 
new and unique visual art 
experiences while also cel-
ebrating public art already 
here in Darke County.”

Other pieces on the Art 
in the Darke Quilt Exhibit 
includes Love Strength, 
Faith and Hope, Breathe, 
Cancer Ribbons, New 
Beginnings and Greenville. 

In addition to Severance 
and Grim, artists included 
Xochitl Lozano-Licona, 
Mallory Flesher, Ava 
Stump, Joceyln Hoggatt, 
Noemi Arrona, Dylan Pol-
lic, Duane Husted, Lance 
Bowers, Alison Byram, 
Caleb Carrico, Elias 
Levesque, Caitlyn Hains, 
Braxton Hampshire, Emma 

Hart, Jameson Hummel, 
Keearra Jones, Madelynn 
Hiestand, Travis Fugate, 
Caleb Purdin, Ethan Setser, 
Bree-Anna Beam, Alexan-
der Jenkinson and Abigail 
Green.

The other large projects 
completed by Mississinawa 
Valley art classes include 
the mural located near 

downtown Union City and 
a large light projection proj-
ect that was shown in the 
gymnasium.

For more information on 
the Darke County Art Trail, 
visit https://www.dark-
ecountyarts.org/art-trail.
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