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We at AIM Media 
stand with the 

Ukrainian people 
to support their 

freedom
& sovereignty.
WORKING HARD TO HELP THE UKRAINIAN 

PEOPLE IN THEIR TIME OF NEED.

aimmediacares.com

SUPPORT
UKRAINE

Bennett, Flatter and VanDyke win county primaries
By Ryan Berry
DailyAdvocate.com

GREENVILLE — Nearly 
26 percent of voters in Darke 
County turned out to vote in 
the 2024 Primary Election. 
While the presidential nomina-
tions had already been decided 
on both tickets, voters in the 
county still had some choices 
to make. There were a few con-
tested races to determine who 
will be on the ballot in Novem-
ber and villages and school dis-
tricts had issues to be decided.

Joseph R. Biden, Jr. and 
Donald J. Trump easily won 
their party’s nominations to be 

on the ballot in 
November. Biden 
picked up 83 per-
cent of the vote 
in the county and 
Trump won 86 
percent of the 
vote. Statewide, 
Biden had 87 
percent com-
pared to Trump’s 79 percent 
even though the nominations 
were already decided before 
Tuesday’s election.

Less than 9,000 voters decid-
ed the issues and candidates in 
Darke County. Of those voting, 
7,915 registered as Republicans 
and 986 registered as Demo-

crats. There were 
also 53 voters 
that registered as 
non-partisan.

In the race for 
Darke County 
Prosecutor in 
the Republican 
Primary, James 
Bennett was 

victorious with nearly 59 per-
cent of the vote over Laura 
Waymire. Bennett secured 
4,148 votes to Waymire’s 2,917 
votes. The Democrats did not 
have a candidate file. If an inde-
pendent did not register late or 
a write-in candidate does not 
join the race, Bennett will be 

unopposed in the November 
General Election.

In the contested race for 
Darke County Commissioner 
(full term commencing 1-3-
2025) that featured two write-
in candidates for the Republi-
can nomination, Aaron Flatter 
pulled away with over 69 per-
cent of the vote. He was able to 
register 1,340 votes to Meladi 
Brewer’s 384 votes. Flatter will 
now face Mike VanDyke in the 
November election. The Demo-
crats also had a choice between 
two write-in candidates. Van-
Dyke won with 114 votes to 
Mona Gazala’s 19 votes.

The Democrats chose Arienne 

Childrey over Heather Schmidt 
in the Primary for Democrat 
for State Representative 84th 
District. Schmidt was a write-in 
candidate. Childrey received 
535 votes from Darke County 
voters with nine write-in votes 
going to Schmidt. Throughout 
the district, Childrey recieved 
a total of 1,548 votes. Childrey 
said, “After overcoming chal-
lenges to my candidacy, I’m 
proud to declare victory in the 
Democratic primary for State 
Representative of Ohio’s 84th 
district. With determination, I 
press onward, committed to 

By Ryan Berry
DailyAdvocate.com

GREENVILLE — 

Greenville Mayor Jeff 
Whitaker recognized 
American Red Cross 
Month with a procla-
mation on Tuesday at 
the regular meeting of 
Greenville City Council.

The proclamation 
recognizes the compas-
sionate people in Darke 
County and reaffirms 
the community’s com-
mitment to care for 
one another in time of 
crisis. Whitaker read, 
“This generous spirit is 
woven into the fabric 
of our community and 
advances a humanitar-
ian legacy of American 
Red Cross founder 
Clara Barton, one of the 
most honored women 
in this country’s history 
who nobly dedicated 
herself to alleviating 
suffering.” The procla-
mation acknowledged 
kind-hearted individuals 
in the community that 
exemplify Barton’s com-
mitment. He said they 
step up to provide a 

By Ryan Berry
DailyAdvocate.com

GREENVILLE — The 
Darke County Commis-
sioners declared a State 
of Emergency for the 
county at its meeting on 
Tuesday. The declaration 
follows a similar State of 
Emergency declared by 
Governor Mike DeWine 
following the tornado on 
Thursday, March 14.

The proclamation 
states that “a state of 
emergency exists in 
Darke County, Ohio and 
that we hereby invoke 
and declare those por-
tions of the Ohio Revised 
Code that are applicable 
to the conditions and 
have caused the issu-
ance of this Emergency 
Proclamation, to be in full 
force and effect in Darke 
County for the exercise of 
all necessary emergency 
authority for protection 
of the lives and property 
of the people of Darke 
County and the restora-

tion of local government 
with a minimum of 
interruption.” The com-
missioners proclaimed 
that “all public offices 
and employees of Darke 
County are hereby direct-
ed to exercise the utmost 
diligence in the discharge 
of duties required of them 
for the duration of the 
emergency and in execu-
tion of emergency laws, 
regulations, and direc-
tives – state and local.”

The commissioners 
also asked all citizens to 
“comply with necessary 
emergency measures, to 
cooperate with public offi-
cials and disaster service 
forces in executing emer-
gency operations plans, 
and to obey and comply 
with the lawful directions 
of properly identified 
officers.”

Mindy Saylor, director 
of Darke County EMA, 
pointed out the county 
has made significant 
progress in cleaning up 
debris. “We do have some 

issues that could poten-
tially - we know we might 
need additional resources 
from the state,” she 
said. “This basically, just 
allows us the ability and 
protects us to be able to 
access resources beyond 
Darke County.” She noted 
the proclamation is not 
because things have wors-
ened but is in anticipation 
of things they know will 
be a long-term project. 
Saylor noted the gover-
nor’s State of Emergency 
and the county’s State of 
Emergency work hand-in-
hand. “It’s not a require-
ment, necessarily, I think 
that it is something that 
should be done if you are 
going to ask for resources 
beyond your borders.”

One of those long-term 
projects will be Green-
ville Creek. The tornado 
caused several trees to 
clog the river that sup-
plies water to the City of 
Greenville. Saylor said 
she’s been told the trees 
are creating a log jam, 
which could create issues 
with water flow to the 
city. It may also cause 

flooding issues in the 
areas where the trees are 
or cause trees to become 
dislodged and damage 
bridges. The county 
can’t do anything to the 
river unless the state 
intervenes because it is 
considered a State Scenic 
River and is protected. 
“We have to work with 
ODNR (Ohio Department 
of Natural Resources) 
on projects for approval. 
It sounds like it is going 
to be an extended, long-
term issue.

Sheriff Mark Whittaker 
said he heard from a lot 
of the elected officials 
the night of the tornado, 
including Congressman 
Warren Davidson. “We 
were lucky we didn’t have 
any loss of life; we were 
fortunate. The message of 
sirens, the broadcasting 
that went through, we 
were fortunate we only 
had a couple of minor 
injuries,” he said.”

Greenville Township 
Trustees held an emergen-
cy meeting to consider 

Trustees get help with cleanup

City recognizes 
Red Cross Month
with proclamation

Bennett Flatter

See PRIMARIES | 6A

Ryan Berry | Daily Advocate
Greenville Township got help from FFA students at Mississinawa Valley and Ansonia to remove debris from the fields.

Comissioners declare emergency

See EMERGENCY | 6A
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amplifying the voices of 
the struggling working 
class, marginalized com-
munities, and those fre-
quently neglected by our 
current leadership.”

She will now face off 
against the Republican 
incumbent in that dis-
trict, Angie King. King 
did not have opposition 
on the Republican side.

In the race for the 
Republican nomination 
to face off against Sher-
rod Brown to possibly 
flip the U.S. Senate, Ber-
nie Moreno easily won 
Darke County and the 
state. Moreno picked up 
nearly 56 percent of the 
vote in the county with 
4,250 votes. 

Throughout the state 
Moreno had over 50 per-
cent of the vote.

Incumbent Warren 
Davidson and the Demo-
cratic nominee Vanessa 
Enoch will once again 
square off in the race for 
Representative to Con-
gress in the 8th District. 
Davidson faced a chal-
lenge from Kay Rogers 
and easily survived with 
80 percent of the vote in 
the district. He picked 
up nearly 89 percent 
in Darke County with 
6,653 votes to Rogers’ 
846 votes. 

Enoch won the Demo-
cratic nomination with 
72 percent of the vote in 
the district. She picked 
up the support of over 
58 percent of Darke 
County’s Democrats 
with 515 votes. Nathan-
iel Hawkins and David 
E. Gilb finished behind 
with 236 and 130 votes, 
respectively.

In the race for Repub-
lican for Judge of the 
Court of Appeals (2nd 
District), Robert Hanse-
man picked up nearly 
61 percent of the vote 
in the county over Chris 
Epley. Throughout the 
district, Hanseman won 

the election with nearly 
67 percent of the vote. A 
Democrat did not file to 
run against the winner 
in November.

There were some 
issues to be decided on 
Tuesday in some of the 
villages.

Arcanum saw both 
of its levies go down 
in defeat. In Issue 1, 
Arcanum was seeking a 
0.5 mill levy. The levy 
lost by two votes - 229 
to 227. In a 1.6 mills 
levy for the village, vot-
ers voted against the 
levy with 252 against 
and 204 for. Both levies 
were replacement levies, 
which would have meant 
additional taxes.

Gordon’s 5 mills 
renewal levy passed with 
24 voting in favor and 
14 against.

Hollansburg’s 2.4 mills 
renewal levy passed with 
a vote of 22-14. An addi-
tional 2.4 mills renewal 
levy for Hollansburg 
also passed with a 21-14 
vote.

Pitsburg’s 2 mills 
renewal levy passed 
61-36.

Versailles voters 
approved a one percent 
income tax levy for 
Versailles school. Voters 
approved the tax with 
71 percent of voters vot-
ing for - 1,071 to 434.

Other contested races:
Democrat for Justice 

of the Supreme Court 
(Unexpired term ending 
12-31-26) Lisa Forbes 
- 518, Terri Jamison 
334. Forbes also won 
the state vote total and 
will go against Republi-
can Daniel Hawkins in 
November

Republican for Mem-
ber of State Central 
Committee, Woman 
(5th District) - Jessica 
Franz 1,420 over Valerie 
Sargent-Wood 651

Republican for Mem-
ber of State Central 
Committee, Man (12th 
District) - Keith Cheney 
2,457 over Jake Eil-
erman 1,914

From page 1A

Primaries

beacon of hope for neighbors in 
need.

Terri Flood, American Red 
Cross board member, accepted 
the proclamation on behalf of the 
organization.

The council also heard about 
a complaint regarding ride wait 
times for the Greenville Transit 
System. The information came 
second hand, but the council 
was informed the woman waited 
two hours for a ride from the 
grocery store to her home in the 
city limits. Jana Deeter spoke on 
behalf of the woman and asked if 
the city had dedicated buses for 
inside the city limits. Safety Ser-
vice Director Ryan Delk admitted 
transit recently had some issues 
and were witnessing ride wait 
times of about an hour and a half. 
The city does have buses that are 
dedicated for inside the city limits 
only. GTS has experienced growth 
inside the city as well as outside 
the city. He said he will be asking 
the council to amend the strength 
ordinance for GTS at the council’s 
next meeting. This will not cost 
the city additional money, but 
will allow them to hire additional 
part-time drivers. Currently, driv-
ers have to commit to 10 days 
each month. Some drivers can’t 
or don’t want to work that much. 
Some drivers are farmers and 
with farming season getting ready 
to begin, they wouldn’t be able 
to work that much. The change 
in the strength ordinance would 
allow for additional drivers and 
would allow other drivers to work 
once or twice a month.

Delk informed residents about 
the Lead Safe Ohio grant funding 
the county received. He encour-
aged residents who meet the 
qualifications to participate in the 

program. According to Delk, the 
program is for lead remediation 
and is open to residents who have 
a house that is pre-1978 and is 
a single-family, owner-occupied 
home. The income eligibility is 80 
percent of Area Median Income. 
Those who qualify could receive 
new windows, doors, soffit, etc. 
“We are looking at it as if you 
have a property that you want to 
get fixed up and its pre-78 and 
you meet the qualifications, it’s a 
great program to get involved in,” 
said Delk. The county received 
$642,000 from the grant, which is 
open to all of Darke County.

If residents are interested in the 
program, they can contact Delk or 
contact Susan Laux who is grant 
coordinator for Darke County.

Brush and limb pickup will 
begin in the city on April 5. 
Limbs must be three-inches or 
less in diameter and no longer 
than 12-feet in length. The pro-
gram will continue through the 
end of September. Residents can 
have limb and brush picked up 
twice a year and need to call the 

street department to schedule an 
appointment.

The Committee on Finance pre-
sented its report for 2024 Commu-
nity Funds. The council approved 
the report amd approved the resolu-
tion that gives the following fund-
ing: Darke County Visitors Bureau 
- $20,000; Main Street Greenville 
- $35,000; Darke County Horseshoe 
Ohio State Tournament - $1,500; 
Darke County Horseshoe Ringer 
Classic Tournament - $1,500; Com-
munity Events Appropriations - 
$16,000; Annie Oakley Committee 
- $1,750; Greenville Girls Softball 
Association - $3,500; Fireworks 
Reserve - $15,000; Back the Blue 
Ceremony - $2,500; and Darke 
County United Way - $1,000. These 
funds are derived from the city’s 
“bed tax” that comes from visitors 
staying in local hotels.

The next regular meeting of 
Greenville City Council will be 
Tuesday April 2, 7:30 p.m., Coun-
cil Chambers, Municipal Building.

To contact Daily Advocate Editor Ryan Berry, 
email rberry@aimmediamidwest.com.
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Ryan Berry | Daily Advocate
Mayor Jeff Whitaker presented a proclamation declaring March as American Red Cross 
Month to Terri Flood, American Red Cross board member.

how they will move forward 
with the removal of some of the 
debris in the township. Trustee 
Jeremy Edger announced they 
have over 100 FFA students from 
Mississinawa Valley and Ansonia 
helping clear debris from the 

fields in that area. During the 
meeting the township discussed 
how they were going to remove 
and pay for debris removal. They 
called the City of Greenville’s 
Street Department and received 
approval to use some of the 
city’s equipment and manpower. 
Edger and Trustee Justin Hines 
discussed taking the metal items 
to 1 Shot and the remainder to 
Rumpke. The trustees agreed to 

approve $5,000 in expenditures 
and will discuss if any additional 
expenditures are needed at their 
next meeting.

Greenville Township was hit 
hard by the tornado with many 
properties damaged on Fisher 
Dangler, Fox and McMecham 
Roads.

To contact Daily Advocate Editor Ryan Berry, 
email rberry@aimmediamidwest.com.
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GREENVILLE — Shared Harvest 
Foodbank, in partnership with OSU 
Extension, Darke County, and Darke 
County United Way, will once again 
host a drive-thru food distribution at 
Radiant Lighthouse on Wednesday, 
March 27 from 3:30-5 p.m.

Shared Harvest is preparing hun-
dreds of boxes to be distributed to 
Darke County residents for this hands-
free food distribution. A family receiv-
ing food will provide verbal self-attes-
tation for income, while providing a 
photo ID and a piece of mail to verify 
residency. If you are unable to pick up 
food for yourself, you may designate 
an individual to pick it up on your 
behalf. Your designated person, or 
proxy, at the time of pick up will need 
to provide your name, address, phone 
number, and number of people living 
in your household by age and show 
proof of residency by supplying a piece 
of mail with your current address 
(Photocopies or photos saved on their 
phones will be accepted). They will 
also be attesting on your behalf that 
you meet the income guidelines.

All Darke County residents in need 
of food are welcome to attend this 
event and receive food. Anyone pick-
ing up food should drive to the dis-
tribution site during the appropriate 
hours, please do not line up early. We 
ask people receiving food need to stay 
in their vehicles for the registration 
process and place their car in “Park” 
while their food is being loaded. With 
the addition of onsite registration, 
lines will take a little bit longer. This 
information will be used to help deter-
mine where families in Darke County 
are residing so we can bring Shared 
Harvest closer to those communities 
in the future. Please be patient as we 
work to get everyone the food they 
need.

If you have any questions, or if you 
would like to become involved in vol-
unteering at these events, please reach 
out to Tina McGillvary at OSU Exten-
sion, Darke County, 937-548-5215.

Shared Harvest 
plans food 
distribution

GREENVILLE — The 
City of Greenville reminds 
the community that per 
the current contract with 
Rumpke Waste Incorporated 
the next opportunity for 
large item pick up will be 
April 1-5.

Large item pick up service 
will take place on the resi-
dent’s regularly scheduled 
trash collection day of each 
of these weeks. (This is for 
large item purposes only—
not bags.)

Rumpke encourages resi-
dents to set items out for 

collection on the evening 
before their normal collec-
tion day. The following is a 
list of some items that will 
NOT be accepted for pick 
up as part of these “Clean 
Up” weeks: tires, liquids 
and/or hazardous waste, 
lead acid batteries, applianc-
es containing CFCs (Freon), 
concrete, oil tanks, large 
screen TVs (not manageable 

by one person).
The following is 

REQUIRED of acceptable 
items:

Loose materials (such as 
carpeting, fencing, fence 
posts, etc.) must be bundled 
and tied. Each bundle 
should not exceed 4’ in 
length and 2’ in diameter or 
75 pounds.

Propane tanks must be 
empty and valves removed 
for collection.

Large screen TVs must be 
manageable by one person 
to be collected.

Appliances with CFCs 
removed, and clearly 
documented as such, will be 
acceptable for collection.

A Refrigerant Recovery 
Statement must be attached 
to appliances for collection.

Upholstered furniture 
(sofas, recliners) & mat-
tresses must be wrapped in 
plastic.

As a reminder, each resi-
dent is allowed to place up 
to (5) large items out for 
pick up on their regular 
collection day during these 
weeks.

Greenville, Rumpke set spring cleanup

FAIRBORN — Ohio Gov-
ernor Mike DeWine recently 
launched a first-of-its-kind 
initiative to destroy hazard-
ous per- and polyfluoroalkyl 
substances (PFAS) in fire-
fighting foam.

During an event at Wright 
State University’s Calami-
tyville training facility in 
Fairborn, Governor DeWine 
announced details of the 
Ohio Environmental Protec-
tion Agency’s new Aqueous 
Film-Forming Foam (AFFF) 
Takeback Program. AFFF 
is primarily used by fire 
departments to smother 
flammable liquid fires, but its 
high concentrations of PFAS 
compounds resist typical 
environmental degradation 
processes and cause long-
term contamination of water, 
soil, and air.

Using PFAS Annihilator® 
technology developed by Bat-
telle, which is headquartered 
in Columbus, the AFFF Take-
back Program will destroy 
PFAS in firefighting foam to 
non-detectable levels through 
the process of supercritical 
water oxidation.

“The development of this 
technology is just another 
example of how Ohio contin-
ues to lead the nation in inno-
vation,” said Governor DeW-
ine. “Through this new pro-
gram, we’re destroying PFAS, 
which was once believed to 
be indestructible, to protect 
our first responders and safe-
guard the environment.”

Battelle’s PFAS Annihila-
tor technology uses extreme 
heat and pressure to chemi-
cally transform PFAS into 
carbon dioxide and inert 
salt, destroying the PFAS 
and leaving behind no harm-
ful byproducts or residual 
contamination. This technol-
ogy differs from other AFFF 
disposal methods, such as 
incineration, which destroys 
the foam but releases that 
PFAS into the air, or landfill-
ing, which results in contami-
nated landfill leachate.

“We are excited that Gov-
ernor DeWine has committed 
the resources to allow fire 
departments across the state 
to access this cutting-edge 
technology developed by our 
partners at Battelle,” said 

Ohio EPA Director Anne 
Vogel.

As of this morning, approx-
imately 1,000 gallons of foam 
were turned in during today’s 
takeback event in Fairborn. 
The foam will be destroyed 
by Battelle spinoff company 
and subcontractor Revive 
Environmental Technology.

“I am proud of the Battelle 
team, and our partners at 
Revive Environmental, who 
have devoted their time and 
expertise to tackle such an 
important and challenging 
problem facing our state,” 
said Battelle President and 
CEO Lou Von Thaer. “This 
is what we do at Battelle: We 
find the toughest problems 
and use science to develop 
solutions that will make an 
impact and help improve the 
world.”

According to the Ohio 
Department of Health, expo-
sure to PFAS has been found 
to affect the immune system, 
increase the risk of certain 
cancers, impact fertility, and 
affect the growth and behav-
ior of infants and children. 
In 2022, Governor DeWine 

signed a bill banning the use 
of AFFF in firefighter train-
ing exercises, and as a result, 
many fire departments are 
using PFAS-free alternatives 
to extinguish flammable liq-
uid fires.

“It’s undeniable that fire-
fighting remains a dangerous 
profession, fraught with risks 
that go beyond the flames. 
Initiatives like the AFFF 
Takeback Program, how-
ever, represent a significant 
stride in lessening those 
risks, particularly from toxic 
exposures,” said Deputy Fire 
Marshal Richard Sluder.

The AFFF Takeback Pro-
gram is operated at no cost 
to local fire departments, but 
agencies must register their 
AFFF materials at  
oh.revive-environmental.com 
to be scheduled for collection 
at future takeback events.

The program is funded 
with $3 million in settlement 
money that Ohio received as 
part of the state’s polychlori-
nated biphenyl enforcement 
case against Monsanto, filed 
by then-Attorney General 
DeWine in 2018.

DeWine launches firefighting foam takeback
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